Spelling Year 3
The 2014 National Curriculum groups spellings together for Years 3 and 4. The expectation is that
by the end of Year 4, children will be able to spell certain words as identified below. These words
are displayed in the classroom and are used as part of spelling and handwriting practice.
Year 3 and 4 Statutory Spelling List

In addition to the above list, Years 3 and 4 are taught the following spelling rules and patterns:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Words containing 'y' where it sounds like 'i', such as myth, gym
Words containing 'ou' where it sounds like 'u' such as young, touch, double, trouble, rough,
country
Words containing prefixes (groups of letters added to the start of a word) such as mis-, dis-, im-,
il-, ir-, re-, sub-, inter-, super-, anti-, autoWords containing suffixes (groups of letters added to the end of each word) such as -ation, -ly
happily, carefully,
Words ending -sure and -ture, such as measure, creature, brochure
Words ending -sion, -tion, -ssion, -cian, such as confusion, rejection, permission, musician
Words ending -ous, such as dangerous, courageous
Words containing ch where it sounds like ‘sh’ or ‘k’, such as chef, scheme, anchor, choir, echo,
ache, school, Christmas, chalet
Words ending -gue and -que, such as league, antique, tongue
Words where the s sound is spelt sc such as science, scene
Homophones - pairs of words that sound the same but are spelled differently, for example:
meddle / medal, heal / he’ll, rein / reign, plane / plain, grown / groan

Learning spellings at home
Limit the number of words to five or less a week to ensure success and enable deeper learning.
Keep an ongoing record of words learnt and set the expectation that the spelling of the word will
be applied correctly in independent writing.

When writing in school, children are encouraged to put a dotty line under a word which they are
not sure how to spell. When they have finished their writing, they then spend time editing their
work including checking spellings. This means that children can concentrate on their ideas rather
than break the flow by stopping to check spellings.

